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• Random Act of 

Kindness Week 

at The Center, 

Feb. 11-17. Send 

free cards out to  

Meals on Wheels 

recipients, 

friends or family.  

Call 

215.679.6550 for 

more info. 

• Winter 2018 

GED/ HSE ses-

sion begins Jan. 

9.  Call 

215.679.4112 to 

register or for 

more info. 

• Annual Brunch 

and Silent Auc-

tion, April 22, 

11:30-3 p.m. at 

SunnyBrook 

Ballroom, Potts-

town. 

THE OPEN 

LINK 

Imagine for a second 

that you’re a 4-year-old boy 

growing up in the Upper 

Perkiomen Valley.  At the top 

of your Christmas list isn’t a 

hot new toy or top-of-the-line 

electronics.  It’s a warm win-

ter coat. 

The need is real.   

And that, said Tracie 

Golembeski of Stauffer Glove 

& Safety, is exactly why 

Stauffer has participated in 

The Open Link’s Adopt-A-

Family program for more 

than 20 years.  Every holiday 

season, they request and ful-

fill wish lists for local chil-

dren.  Many of those families 

wouldn’t be able to have a 

Christmas without help.   

Stauffer’s family this 

year is comprised of two little 

girls and a boy, ages three 

months to four years.  Their 

lists contain essentials like 

All I Want for Christmas is a Winter Coat 

gloves, socks, shoes and 

coats, Golembeski said.     

“It breaks my heart 

when they request these 

things,” she noted.  “But we 

love to pay it forward.  

Stauffer employees enjoy 

playing Santa.  We all take 

pride in helping local fami-

lies!”  

Many of these families 

(Continued on page 8) 

Mia, Cam and 
Stacia Hang 
volunteer 
their time in 
the Christmas 
Room, which 
is helping en-
sure more 
than 500 local 
kids in need 
receive gifts 
this holiday. 
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  Thanks to You, We’re Serving Our Neighbors! 

At The Open Link ‘tis 

the season of generosity! 

Our holiday programs 

finish this week with your 

Upper Perkiomen Valley  

community donating enough 

toys so that more than 500 

children will be smiling! 

And our food pantry is fairly 

bursting with nutritious 

foods for your neighbors in 

need – with your help, 

we’ve served more than 400 

families, over 1,000 commu-

nity members, in 2017. 

And soon our Annual 

Appeal and Community 

Sponsorship campaigns 

will wrap up.  

Have you given yet? 

Can your company or or-

ganization step up and be a 

sponsor? 

We depend on your 

generosity — a substantial 

majority of our funding 

comes from local/private 

donors.  

We need your help to 

ensure that we can deliver 

the broad array of pro-

Message From 

the Executive 

Director 

Stuart Bush, Ph.D. 

grams needed to help more 

than 2,000 of your neigh-

bors flourish this year.  

High school equiva-

lency preparation and test-

ing helps folks get ahead. 

Meals on Wheels de-

livers a warm hello and 

nutritious hot and cold 

meals daily to help your 

elders stay in their own 

homes even though they 

can no longer cook for 

themselves. 

(Continued on page  8) 
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It’s hard not to see how 

much skill, care and compassion 

goes into taking care of their 

clients and patients at Perkiomen 

Animal Hospital.  

At the re-

ception desk, a 

cat named Jinx 

with symptoms 

of a respiratory 

infection is 

calmly reassured 

by a vet tech.  A 

Labrador is hap-

pily reunited 

with its owner 

after a proce-

dure.  Clients 

and their pets are 

greeted and tak-

en care of like 

good friends.        

“We have a 

strong commit-

ment to do the 

best job we can 

for our patients 

and clients,” said 

owner Dominick Pulice, VMD.  

“These are their family mem-

bers.” 

The Palm practice, a full-

service animal hospital accredit-

ed by the American Animal 

Hospital Association (AAHA), 

is full of life.  There are six vets 

and 35 staff members at 

Perkiomen who perform every-

thing from wellness exams to 

surgical and dental procedures to 

radiology and labs to nutritional 

counseling.  The practice also 

boards animals and offers a 24/7 

veterinarian on call.  It serves 

primarily companion animals, 

but Dr. Pulice still sees the occa-

sional goat, sheep or alpaca. 

Clients are also able to 

access their pet’s health infor-

mation, vaccine status and re-

minders using a secure online 

portal.    

Dr. Pulice, who started the 

practice in 1989, serves along-

side his wife, Joanne, and 

daughter, Dr. Elizabeth Pulice, 

who followed in her father’s 

footsteps.  Dominick said a big 

part of Perkiomen’s success can 

be attributed not only to its state

-of-the-art facility and equip-

ment, but to highly-trained staff 

who genuinely care about the 

welfare of each animal that 

walks, crawls or is carried 

through its doors. 

The practice has many 

longtime employees on its rosters, 

some with more than 20 years on 

the job.   

“A big part of what we do is 

our staff.  We encourage continu-

ing education that keeps us abreast 

of the best methods, safety practic-

es, record-keeping, etc.  We keep 

them doing the best they can.  And 

we go out of our way to make sure 

our customer service is as good as 

it can be.  Service and communi-

cation are key.” 

The practice’s staff are also 

certified by the Fear Free Program 

which aims to reduce the stress of 

veterinary visits. Staff employ 

things such as yoga mats or phero-

mone-infused towels instead of 

slippery exam tables, and use 

“We have a 

strong 

commitment to 

do best job we 

can for our 

patients and 

clients.” 

~ Dr. Dominick 

Pulice Dr. Dominick (front right) and Joanne Pulice (front left in red) and the staff of 
Perkiomen Animal Hospital.   

(Continued on page  8) 
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Valued Volunteer: Larry Gephart 
Larry Gephart’s retirement 

plan doesn’t include crossword puz-

zles or catching a movie on Netflix. 

Instead, the 

Zionsville resi-

dent said he  

enjoys cycling, 

swimming, 

working out, 

hiking, garden-

ing and dancing. 

“Any activ-

ity that helps me 

stay active and 

fit.  Chasing my 

grandson around 

also falls into 

this category!” 

he said, with a 

laugh. 

A former 

corporate toxi-

cologist, Gephart 

moved to the 

area from New 

Jersey in 2013.  

He first learned about The Open 

Link through its website while look-

ing for ways to serve his communi-

ty.   

“I’ve been very fortunate in 

my life.  I have a wonderful family 

and also had a successful career,” he 

explained.  “As I was entering this 

new stage in my life, I felt a very 

strong need to work in the commu-

nity I was living in and to give 

something back.” 

So Gephart applied to volun-

teer at The Open Link.  Now three 

years in, he’s a driver for the Meals 

on Wheels program each week at 

The Center and does administrative 

work as a front desk assistant at the 

main office on Tuesday evenings. 

He’s also helped ensure local 

kids have access to nutritious meals 

when they’re off school, as part of 

the Summer Lunch Bunch program, 

and worked for one of TOL’s big 

fundraisers, the annual Penny Auc-

tion. 

What does he think is the most 

rewarding thing about volunteering? 

“I like the feeling of working 

for an organization that provides 

valuable services to people in my 

community that need some help.  

It’s very real to me and it’s reward-

ing to make my small contribution,” 

Gephart said.  “Also, I love to see 

the joy in the faces of all the people 

involved.”  

       “For example, 

a 10-year-old boy 

recently came in 

with his parents 

with food he had 

collected for the 

food pantry.  He 

also donated his 

birthday money to 

the pantry.  You 

should have seen 

the look on his 

face, as well as his 

parents’ faces 

when he brought 

in his donation!” 

       Gephart said 

his favorite pro-

grams are the food 

pantry and Meals 

on Wheels, since 

they help so many 

people each day, but the holiday 

programs and High School Equiva-

lency (formerly GED) programs 

could be the most fun to be involved 

in.   

Thank you, Larry, for your 

willingness to help those in need in 

our community.  We couldn’t do 

our work without people like you! 

For more information on vol-

unteering at The Open Link, email 

Program Manager/Volunteer Coor-

dinator Evet Hexamer at volun-

teers@theopenlink.org or call 

215.679.6550.     

Larry Gephart takes on administrative duties at The Open Link’s 

main office in Pennsburg.  

mailto:volunteers@theopenlink.org
mailto:volunteers@theopenlink.org
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are just like yours and mine.  They’ve 

fallen on hard times because of sudden 

unemployment, a disability or other 

circumstances.  But to the dozens of 

generous adopters out there wanting to 

help, the ‘why’ isn’t important.  It’s the 

‘How can we help?’ 

For Golembeski, the most heart-

warming and emotional part of partici-

pating actually comes after handing in 

the large bags of goodies for their 

adopted family.  It’s getting the thank-

you note from the family they 

‘adopted’.     

“Sometimes they are written by 

the children.  Those are the ones 

[where] you need tissues before you’re 

finished reading,” she noted.       

Roz Haviland of Lechner and 

Stauffer, a Pennsburg insurance compa-

ny, said the firm has been adopting 

local children through The Open Link’s 

program since its inception. She said 

the office staff of between 10 and 15 

looks forward to shopping each year to 

make kids’ wishes come true. 

This year they’re the secret Santa 

for two girls, ages 13 and 16, and a 

boy, age 10.  Haviland said her chil-

dren’s lists had items like toothbrushes 

and deodorant.   

“It makes me sad to think of that,” 

she noted.  “When it’s Christmas, you 

think they are all dreaming of toys and 

games.  We are so blessed all year, it’s 

a great joy to share some of it with oth-

ers who are less fortunate.” 

“I picture the kids opening up all 

the gifts on Christmas morning and 

hope all their dreams come true for at 

least one day!” 

Insurance agent Lori Hawkins of 

Durn and Bieler in East Greenville 

have been supporters since 2007. 

“We do it to help out the families 

in need in our community.  The toys 

are always the most fun to buy.  It def-

initely puts us in the Christmas spirit,” 

she noted. 

  At the heart of the holiday pro-

grams are the families who receive this 

generosity.  Rebecca said her family 

wouldn’t have been able to afford 

Christmas gifts this year without help.  

They’re getting presents from the 

Christmas Room, where she can 

“shop” from items graciously given by 

donors in and around the Upper 

Perkiomen Valley.    

 “It was amazing to be able to shop 

for stuff for my two kids, girls who are 

8 and almost 2,” she said.  “We’re 

thankful.  I wish there were more plac-

es like this in other areas.  We moved 

from Berks County and there aren’t 

places like this there.” 

  Cheryl was able to pick out a 

brand new bike for her 10-year-old 

son.  She said it’s the first bike he’ll 

ever have. 

    “I think the Christmas Room is 

absolutely amazing for people who 

really need it.  We  really wouldn’t 

have a Christmas without it.  Our 

kids wouldn’t have had anything.  

My boys said they’d be okay; it’s not 

about the gifts, it’s about being able 

to be together as a family.  But to 

hear them say that,” she paused for a 

minute.  “It’s a lot.  This is an amaz-

ing opportunity for us.”  

    For more information on the 

Christmas Room or Adopt-A-Family 

programs, and how you can help 

families in our area, please call 

Counselor Laura Dzugan at 

215.679.4112. 

   

(Continued from page 1) 

Donations can be dropped off at The Open Link Main Office, 452 Penn Street in 

Pennsburg, during regular office hours.  For more info, call 215.679.4112. Did You Hear? 
Our 2017 Penny Auction was a huge      

success!  Thanks to the generosity of our 

donors and a sold-out crowd, we raised 

$10,800 for our programs and services!    

On Giving Tuesday at The Open Link, we were the recipients of      

several donations of 

kitchen equipment,     

tables and chairs,         

allowing us to better  

feed our neighbors and 

utilize the new lower  

level at The Center.  

Thank You! 
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Income Expenses 

2017 Year in Review 

Diamond 

Stauffer Glove & Safety 

Platinum 

Gillespie Electric, Inc. 

P3 Towers, Inc. 

Titanium Finishing Company 

Upper Perkiomen Chiropractic Center 

Gold 

Blommer Chocolate Company 

New Goshenhoppen U.C.C. 

Perkiomen Animal Hospital 

QNB 

Univest  

Silver 

Bally Savings Bank 

Falk Funeral Homes & Crematory 

Family Caregivers Network 

Fife and Drum Tree Farm, Inc. 

Finland Mennonite Church 

Gordon H. Baver, Inc. 

Lechner & Stauffer, Inc. 

Palm Schwenkfelder Church 

Perkiomen Valley Woman’s Club 

St. Luke’s Quakertown Campus 

Upper Perkiomen Community Church 

Upper Perkiomen Valley Lions Club 

Bronze 

Bally Mennonite Church 

Community Bible Fellowship Church 

Green Lane-Marlborough Lions Club 

Huff’s Union Church 

Perkiomen Tours and Travel 

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

St. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Thomas and Muller Systems 

Unami Friends 

U.S. Tape Company 

Copper 

BB&T 

G.L. Godshall Plumbing, Inc. 

Head Hunters Family Salon 

Kiwanis Club of Upper Perkiomen Valley 

Lam & Associates 

Mullaney Law Offices 

Neuber Fastener Corporation 

PPL Electric Utilities 

R.J. Sell Excavating, Inc. 

Red Hill Dental Office 

The Perkiomen School 

Town and Country Newspaper 

Tri County Area Federal Credit Union 

Upper Perkiomen Business and             
Professional Women’s Club 

Upper Perkiomen Valley YMCA 

9% 
5% 

53% 

86% 

11% 

36% 

The Family Society ($1,000+) 
Anonymous 

Tim & Melanie Cunningham 
Gene Dolloff 

Lawrence Donnelly 

Matthew & Melinda Eccleston 
Nancianne Edwards 

Tina Ferrell 
Rev. William Fluck 

Bart Holmes 

James & Donna Montich 
Kevin & Karen Schultz 

Thomas & Valerie Seerveld 
Joan Smith 

Jeff & Luanne Stauffer 
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Food Pantry Needs 
Winter 2018 

Donations can be dropped off at The Open Link Main Office, 452 Penn Street 

in Pennsburg, during regular office hours.  For more info, call 215.679.4112. 

 

The Family Society, Cont’d          
($1,000+) 

Edgar & Blake Stauffer 
W. Randall & Joi Stauffer 

Wallace Stauffer 

The Friends Society          
($500-$999) 
Anonymous 

Barbara Bieler 
Stuart & Mary Bush 

Ashley Dolloff 
Denise Fox 

William & Bonnie Gillespie 
William & Donna Howe 

Gertrude Kastner 
Priscilla Kistler 

Jim & Nina Landis 
Julie McGinley 
Brenda Miller 
Ralph Pusey III 

Randall & Wendy Rohl 
Eric & Jayne Schaeffer 

William Yambor 
  

The Neighbors Society     
($250-$499) 

Anonymous (2) 
Brian & Jennifer Allebach 
Allen & Elizabeth Biechy 

Diane Clark 
Robert & Elizabeth Croll 

Greg & Cathy Dickey 
Ingrid Dressler 

Michael & Jeanette Duka 
Bennett & Beverly Fox 

Pamela Gandek-Gaspar 
Kenneth & April Gaugler 

Jeffrey Hawks 
Michael & Raeann Hofkin 

Lynn Joiner 
James & Carolyn Lorenz 

Delue Moyer 
Clare & Sharon Reihman 
William & Gladys Sands 

Joyce Sload 
David & Jessica Smith 

Dale Westwood 
Tim & Gwen White 
Ken & Deb Willey 

Bryon & Mary Young  
 

The Hometown Society   
($100-$249) 

Anonymous (7) 
Joyce Allebach 

Carl & Marion Bardman 
Harry & Myrtle Beideman 

John Betz 
Dorothy Bleam  

Dr. George Bonekemper 
April Bonner 
Maggi Boyer 

Robert & Pamela Carpenter 
Robert & Sylvia Cichocki 

James & Susan Coffey 
William & Jacquelyn Daley 

Robert Delong 
Greg & Cathie Dickey 

Michael & Jeanette Duka 
Les Duman 

Terry Dunlap 
Leon & Kaylyn Edelman 

Linda Engle 
Kathy Ferguson 

Gene & Catherine Fried 
Frank & Patricia Fisher 

Paul Forstater 
Wayne & Dawn Frank 

Larry Frankenfield 
Gary & Shirley Freed 
Russell & Linda Fretz 

Laura Gaugler 
Gerald & Erica Godshall 

Dick & Rosemarie Hartzell 
John & Julie Hasson 

John Heibeck 
Tom & Evet Hexamer 
John & Gloria Hinkle 

Richard & Merris Hoffman 
Jim & Marci Jaman 

Thomas Kenna 
Vicki Lightcap 

Dr. David & Heidi Lukof 
Robert & Becky Manoogian 

Marlene Marks 
Brian & Susan McNeill 
Scott & Juliana Mohr 

Kenneth & Diane Mohr 
John & Sandra Moll 

Lawrence & Cindy Morton 
Wesley O’Brien 

John & Rachel Orsini 

Kermit Patrick 
Thomas & Rebekah Putera 

Harry & Sue Quinque 
Lemonade Stand Kids of 

Northgate 
Peter & Maribeth Reigner 
Rev. Charles & Kathleen            

Romanowski 
Kathleen Saylor 

Eugene & Susan Schmoyer 
Thomas Shewell 

Joan Smith 

Food Pantry Needs 
Winter 2018 

Donations can be dropped off at The Open Link Main Office, 452 Penn Street in 

Pennsburg, during regular office hours.  For more info, call 215.679.4112. 

•  Juice (64 oz. preferred) 

•  Canned Tomato Products  

•  Canned Kidney, Black and Baked Beans 

•  Canned Carrots and Corn 

•  Canned Fruit 

•  Soups and Stew 

•  Cereal 

•  Pasta 
 

Top Personal Items Needed 

•  Baby diapers (size 4, 5 and 6) and wipes 

•  Shampoo and Conditioner 

•  Bar Soap 

•  Body Wash 

•  Toothpaste 

Social Ministry of Trinity Great 
Swamp UCC 

Richard & Dorothy Specht 
Willard & Deborah Stoudt 
Michael & Mary Tannous 

Dean & Kim Wampole 
Craig & Barbara Waters 

Carolyn Weisel 
Patricia Yokl 

Bryan & Phyllis Young 



 

 

Main Office 

452 Penn St. 

Pennsburg, PA. 18073 

Phone: 215-679-4112 

Fax:  215-679-9795 

Email:  info@theopenlink.org 

“Opening Doors, Linking Communities, Helping Neighbors Flourish.” 

The Center 

517 Jefferson St. 

East Greenville, PA. 18041 

Phone: 215-679-6550  

www.theopenlink.org 

       Employment counseling helps UPV 

residents get that next job or a better 

job. 

Utility and rental assistance helps 

families stay safe and warm in their 

homes this winter. 

Diverse programming for those of 

us 55 and better: keeping active, inter-

ested and healthy.  And much more! 

       Thank you for your consideration 

and generosity. 

Non-Profit        
US Postage Paid  

Boyertown, PA 

Permit #10045 

(Continued from page 2) 

treats, toys and even pheromone and 

aromatherapy diffusers and pet-friendly 

music to help the pet feel at ease.       

But aside from their commitment 

to the best possible service to pets and 

their owners, Dominick and Joanne 

Pulice agreed that service to their com-

munity is vital. 

Joanne joined Friends of The 

Open Line, under the leadership of John 

and Dolly Walsh, back in the late 

1990’s when the organization was 

struggling to keep its doors open.  She 

helped with the fundraising arm for 

many years, including The Open Link 

(TOL)’s biggest annual fundraiser, the 

brunch and silent auction, and has 

served as a board member for more 

than 10 years.  Perkiomen Animal Hos-

pital has been a longtime sponsor of 

The Open Link, including being a gold 

sponsor in 2017 and 2018.  The practice 

also conducts a holiday drive for foods 

and personal care items to benefit TOL 

each year.  

“We’re members of the communi-

ty and are here to serve the communi-

ty,” Dominick explained.  “We work 

towards giving back to this community 

that our business depends on and we 

care about.” 

“I interact with a lot of people and 

I hear positive things about the GED 

(high school equivalency) program and 

families who get adopted at the holi-

days to name a few,” Dominick said.  

“That kind of feedback is always good 

to hear!  To us, when you’re giving 

time, talent and treasure, it’s important 

that it stays at the local level.  We do 

many things on a broader scale, but are 

more inclined to do things in our own 

community.” 

Thank you, Perkiomen Animal 

Hospital, for your investment in The 

Open Link and the Upper Perkiomen 

Valley! 

For more information on 

Perkiomen’s commitment to pets, visit 

wwwperkiomenanimalhospital.com, 

their Facebook page or call them at 

215.679.7019. 

(Continued from page 3) 


